RULES OF POWFOOT GOLF CLUB

(A) GOLF COURSE

1.  Rules of the Game

The rules of the game will be those of R. & A. Rules Ltd., modified and supplemented by such local rules as the Committee may decide from time to time.

Players are required to make themselves acquainted with emergency local rules, which are exhibited from time to time on the Notice Boards.

2.  Handicapping Scheme and Course Measurement

The Handicapping Scheme and Course Measurement will be in accordance with The Council of National Golf Unions (CONGU) Handicapping System of 1/2/04. 

3.  Membership and Fixture List

On payment of the Annual Subscription each Playing Member shall receive a Golf Bag Disc for the year and a Fixture List when finalised.  Club fixtures for the year will be arranged by the committee who shall have power to arrange any other Club Competitions in the course of the year and notice of such shall be posted in the Clubhouse.  All members must display their Bag Plaque, with the disc for the current season attached, to their golf equipment.  Lost or broken plaques/ discs should be reported to the Office Manager who will supply replacement.

4.  Practice Ground and Putting Greens

Only Members, their guests and Authorised Visitors may use the practice grounds and practice putting greens.  Non-Members may not remain on the practice greens and practice grounds after the completion of a golf lesson.  All golfers must observe the regulations made by the Management Committee for the proper use of the practice grounds and the putting greens.  Practice on the golf course exceptional to normal play is prohibited.  The practice grounds will be played on with irons only in the direction of the practice greens.  The practice ground between the 17th and 18th holes must not be used while Medal or Open Competitions are being played, or when a notice to this effect is displayed.

4a.
Driving Range

This facility is available to members and visitors on payment of the appropriate fee. Players must play off the designated mat and within the bay area. Balls played from the Driving Range are not recoverable.

To allow for essential maintenance a “Driving Range Closed” Notice will be displayed and members and visitors are asked to observe this courtesy.

5.  Etiquette

Etiquette will be that as laid down by R. & A. Rules Ltd.  Players must give due consideration and courtesy to other Players and Greenkeeping Staff at all times. It is a groups’ responsibility to keep up with the group in front.  If it loses a clear hole and it is delaying the group behind, it should invite the group behind to play through, irrespective of the number of players in the group.  Where a group has not lost a clear hole but it is apparent that the group behind can play faster, it should invite the faster moving group to play through. Sharing of golf clubs when playing on the course is not permitted.  Golfers must be properly and decently attired at all times.  Litter must be deposited in the litter baskets provided.  Turf must be replaced, plug marks on greens must be repaired and sand in bunkers raked on all occasions.  Rakes must be placed in bunkers with the handle resting on the edge of the bunker furthest from the green.

In order to avoid damaging the hole, players and caddies should not stand too close to the hole and should take care during the handling of the flagstick and the removal of the ball from the hole.  The head of a club should not be used to remove a ball from the hole.

 Play on reseeded ground is not permitted and relief must be taken through the green by dropping the ball as near as possible to the seeded area but not nearer the hole. Relief may be taken if a ball comes to rest on an aeration hole through the green by dropping the ball as near as possible to where it lay but not nearer the hole, and on the green the ball may be placed off the aeration hole at the nearest spot not nearer the hole. All winter greens when not in use are ground under repair from which play is prohibited.

6.  Gentlemen's Section

(a) Strokeplay competitions

Strokeplay competitions will be held on Wednesday and Saturdays.  A member must enter his own name in the section of the Draw Sheet appropriate to the time he wishes to start.  The draw will be made of the names in each section and posted on the notice board two days before the Competition.  Full handicap allowance will be used in all Competitions except where expressly stated.  For full conditions see the Notice Board.

Draws - Wednesday: 7:30am - 10:00am, 12:00am - 1:00pm, 4:00pm - 6:00pm

              Saturdays: 7:30am - 10:00am, 12:00am - 2:00pm, 4:00pm - 5:00pm  

Evening draws will be as posted on the Notice Board.

(b) Winter Competitions

Winter Competitions will be held at the discretion of the Committee over a shortened course if necessary to allow work to be carried out or to protect the course.

Draws - Saturday: 8.00am -10.00am, 11:30am onwards

No draw or tee reservation will be used.

(c) Club Championship

The 15 players having the lowest aggregate gross score in the 36 hole Tam O'Shanter Cup Competition will be eligible to compete with the present Champion for the Club Championship.  In the event of a tie for 15th place there will be a sudden death play-off at the end of the Competition.  Play in the Club Championship will be Match Play, played over 18 holes from the Medal Markers with the final being over 36 holes.  Matches will be played to a finish.  In the draw for the match play, seeding will be at the discretion of the Match Secretary.

(d) Seniors' Championship

Gentlemen Members ages 50 and over as at the date of the J.M. Wells Cup in the qualifying year will be eligible to qualify for the Senior Gentlemen's Championship.

The 15 players having the lowest gross score in the J.M. Wells Cup will be eligible to compete with the present Senior Champion in the Senior Gentlemen's Championship.  In the event of a tie for 15th place, the 15th qualifier will be decided on count-back.  Play in the Seniors' Championship will be match play, played over 18 holes from the Medal Markers with the final being over 18 holes.  Matches will be played to a finish.  In the draw for the match play, seeding will be at the discretion of the Match Secretary.

(e) Entry Money

Entry money for Club Competitions will be as fixed by the Gentlemen's Committee and there will be optional entry for Magic 2's and Sweep.  Entry for other Competitions will be displayed on entry sheets or on the Notice Board.

Prizes for Holes in 1 achieved in official Club Stroke-Play Competitions will be paid out by the Club's Insurance.

7.  Ladies Section

(a) Competitions

Draw times will be: 8:50am and 9:32am; 1:15pm, 5.00pm and 5:30pm.  

For the first draw of the day there must be a minimum of 3 players present. Silver Division has priority for all competitions marked (S) in the Fixture List. Mixed Draws are marked (MD).The times of the evening draws for the early part and the latter part of the season will be as listed in the Fixture List.  

(b) Winter Competitions

Sweepstakes and Eclectic Competitions will be held on Tuesdays and Saturdays over 13 holes with mixed “running” draws as follows:

Tuesdays
9.30am to 9.45am




12.45pm to 1.00pm

Saturdays
10.00am (Must play in 3 Balls) 

(c) Championship(Scratch)

The 7 players (those tying for 7th place are required to play a sudden death play-off as soon as possible) having the lowest gross aggregate of two cards returned in the April and May Medals and the ROM Cup will be eligible to compete with the current Ladies Champion in the Ladies Championship.  Play will be match play over 18 holes with a 36 hole Final, each match played to a finish.

(d) Seniors Championship

Lady Members aged 60 or over on 1st January in the qualifying year will be eligible to qualify for the Senior Ladies Championship. The 7 players (those tying for 7th place are required to play a sudden death play-off as soon as possible) having the lowest gross aggregate of two cards returned in the Spring Handicap and Kinmount Cup will be eligible to compete with the current Senior Ladies' Champion in the Senior Ladies' Championship.  Play will be match play over 18 holes with an 18 hole final, each match played to a finish.

(e) Handicap Championship

The 7 players (those tying for 7th place are required to play a sudden death play-off as soon as possible) having the lowest gross aggregate of two cards returned in the April and May Medals and the ROM Cup will be eligible to compete with the Ladies Handicap Champion in the Ladies Handicap Championship.  Play will be match play over 18 holes with an 18 hole final; each match will be played to a finish.

 OTHER SECTIONS

8(a) Junior Section

Junior Competitions will be held every Saturday after the Gentlemen's Competition except when the Course is closed for Open Competitions.  Juniors will be permitted to compete in Gentlemen's or Ladies' or Mixed Competitions or Open Competitions run by the respective Ladies' and Gentlemen's Committees from time to time although Juniors cannot enter or accept sweep monies.

 (b) Juniors' Championship

The 7 players having the lowest gross score in the May Medal will be eligible to compete with the current Junior Champion (provided he/she is still a Junior Member) in the Juniors' Championship. In the event of a tie for 7th place, the 7th qualifier will be decided on count back. If the current Junior Champion is no longer a Junior Member, the 8 players having the lowest gross score in the May Medal will be eligible to compete in the Juniors' Championship. In the event of a tie for 8th place, the 8th qualifier will be decided on count back.

Play in the Juniors' Championship will be match play, played over 18 holes from the medal markers with the final being over 36 holes. Matches will be played to a finish.

(c) Otters, Chapelcross and other Sections

The Otters’ monthly medals and matches (home & away) are shown in the Fixture List.   Other Golf Sections also play their golf at Powfoot.  No tee reservations are made for those Sections although notice should be given to the Office Manager as to dates, times and numbers playing.

9.
Special Rules
(a) Priority on the Course 

The Ladies' and Gentlemen's Captains have the privilege of taking the first tee at any time without waiting and to introduce a guest free of charge.

(b) Weekdays

Visitors may book the 1st Tee or play on the course from 9:00am to 11:00am and 1:00pm to 3:30pm on Weekdays.

(c) Saturdays and Sundays

Visitors may book the 1st Tee or play the course from:

Saturdays 11:00am until 11:32am 

Saturdays 2:30pm until 3:30pm 

Sundays 10:30am until 11:15am 

Sundays 1.00pm until 3.30pm 

Note that Saturday morning tee times are only available if there is no medal or club competition taking place.

(d) Discretionary Times for Visitors

Visitors will be allowed to play during times normally reserved for Members at the discretion of the  Office Manager  provided that there is no inconvenience to Members and the course is quiet.

(e) Club Competitions

When there is a Ladies' or Gentlemen's Club Competition, the 1st Tee is reserved for 20 minutes before the time stated for each draw until the Competitors who have entered have all commenced play at their permitted times. In Mixed Competitions, Competitors may be required to start at the 1st, 9th, 13th and 17th Tees. When there is a Club Match or Competition  those playing in the Competition shall have precedence on the Course but this rule does not apply to the knockout Competitions.

(f) Open Competitions

When there is an Open Competition being played, the whole Course is reserved for the Competitors, but Non-competing Members will be permitted to play behind the last of the Open Competitors provided that they leave one full hole free behind the last of the Open Competitors at all times throughout the round, and Non-Members may not play without permission from the Committee Member in charge of the Competition.

(g) Competition Limited to Ladies or Gentlemen

If it shall, in the opinion of the Committee, become necessary the Committee may close the Course for play except to the Competitors playing in the Competitions, which are limited to Ladies or Gentlemen.

(h) Non Appearance

Anyone failing to turn up for their starting time, without notifying the  Office prior to their starting time, will be required to pay the entry fee for that Competition before entering the next Competitions.

1st Offence - Medal Fee Due

2nd Offence - Double Medal Fee Due

3rd Offence - Treble Medal Fee Due

Non-payment of fees means non-participation.

(i) Bad Weather

In the event of bad weather forcing the suspension of play, a hooter will be sounded once, at which time a Competitor may mark his ball where it lies, or complete the hole in play.  If an improvement in the weather should allow the resumption of play, the hooter will be sounded twice.

(j) Closure of Course

The Office Manager and Course Supervisors have the authority of the Committee to close the course in the event of bad weather.

(B) CLUBHOUSE

10. Clubhouse Opening

The Clubhouse shall be opened for the reception of members at 7:00am and shall be closed at 11:00pm from April to October and from dawn till dusk November to March inclusive, or at such time and days as the Committee determine from time to time.

11.  Sale and Supply of Alcoholic Liquor

(a) The sale of alcoholic liquor is at all times governed by the current Licensing (Scotland) Acts and regulations displayed in the Clubhouse.

(b) No Office Bearer or Member of the Committee or the Office Manager or Employee of the Club is permitted to have any personal or business or financial interest in the supply or sale of alcoholic liquor in the Club premises.

(c) No alcoholic liquor shall be sold or supplied in the Club premises for consumption off the premises.

(d) Alcoholic liquor shall not be sold or supplied in the Club premises to any person under the age of 18.  No person under the age of 18 is permitted to play a Gaming Machine in the Club premises.

(e) A Guest shall not be supplied with alcoholic liquor unless at the invitation and in the company of a Member and shall remain in the Club premises as long as the Member introducing the Guest is there.

(f) Gaming Machines
Gaming Machines within the Club premises are operated under the Gambling Commission's Gaming Machine Permits Code of Practice under section 24 Gambling Act 2005. Use of Gaming machines is restricted to persons age 18 or over.  Any Gaming machine must be located so that it can be supervised by staff whose duties include supervision of gaming. (Bar Steward - Office Manager - Member of the Committee).
12. Members' Guests

A Member inviting a Guest on to the Club premises shall enter his own name and address of the Guest in the Visitors' Book which shall be kept for this purpose and which must show the date of the visit.  Members are responsible for the conduct of their Guests.

13. Visitors

A Visitor shall not be supplied with alcoholic liquor in the Club premises unless on the invitation and in the company of a Member and that Member shall upon the admission of such Visitors to the Club premises or immediately upon his being supplied with such alcoholic liquor enter his own name and the name and address of the Visitor in a book which shall be kept for the purpose and which shall allow the date of each visit.

Visiting Golfers who have purchased a Green Fee Ticket and who are Members of other registered Golf Clubs may use the bar facilities.  Those Visitors who are not Members of registered Golf Clubs are permitted to enter the Clubhouse, but may not purchase alcoholic refreshments.  In all cases Visitors must enter their names and addresses in the Visitors' Book and Registered Golfers must indicate the name of the Club with which they are registered.  Visitors may remain in the Clubhouse only for such reasonable times as will allow them to partake of suitable refreshment.  Visitors may have the privilege of playing over the Course subject to the conditions laid down by the Committee and, after purchasing the Green Fee Ticket for that day, may be permitted to enter the Clubhouse.  The Green Fee Ticket should be displayed in a prominent position on the Visitor's golf equipment and should be retained for exhibition if requested by a Club Official should the Visitor intend to re-enter the Clubhouse.  Only Golfers who have a Registered Golf Club or a genuine Society Handicap Certificate or a Letter of Introduction from a Registered Golf Club will be permitted to play on exhibition of such Handicap Certificate to and at the discretion of the Office Manager or a Member of the Committee.

Rules regarding the conduct of Visitors may be printed on the reverse of the Visitor's Admission Ticket.  Visitors granted the privileges of the Clubhouse and Golf Course are obliged to comply with the Rules and Regulations of the Club.  Any serious breach may result in his immediate expulsion from the Club by a Member or Official/ Employee of the Club.

(C) GENERAL

14. Classes of Member

The Members of the Club shall consist of the following classes:-

(a) Ordinary Members

Gentlemen or Lady Members aged 18 or over.  Ordinary Members are subdivided into the following categories:-

(i) Full Members - Those Members not falling into categories (ii), (iii), (iv) or (v) below

(ii) Senior Members - Persons who are aged 65 or over on 1st January of the qualifying year and who have been Full Members for a period of 10 years – the 10 year period to be continuous years leading into the qualifying year.

(iii) Country Members - Persons who live at least 50 road miles from the Club and who do not maintain a caravan or temporary residence within 50 road miles of the Club.

(iv) Full Time Students - Persons who are in full time education and aged between 18 and 23 inclusive.

(v) Non Playing Members - Person who has been Full Members but is no longer playing Members.  They are entitled to use the Club premises but are not entitled to play on the Course or use the practice facilities unless they have paid the necessary Green Fee.

(vi) Family Membership - Full Member parents and their children (who are Junior members) Juniors to be under age 18 on 1st January.

(b) Junior Members

Members aged under 18 as at 1st January in the qualifying year. Juniors age 18+ on 1st January are who move to a full members classification will be granted a graduated Subscription scale between ages 18 and 21 years.  To qualify the member must have been a Junior in each of the 3 years leading into the qualifying year.

(c) Honorary Members

Persons who have been admitted as Honorary Members in terms of the Constitution

15. Special Rules for payment of subscriptions etc.

(a) The Committee is entitled to make provision for a newly admitted Member to pay the entrance money and annual subscription by instalments at such rates and within such time scales as the Committee may decide from time to time.

(b) A person who is admitted as a playing Member after the 1st day of July is any year will be entitled to use the Club premises and play the course provided he:-


(1) pays the entrance money payable for that year, and


(2) purchases an interim membership ticket


The cost of an interim membership ticket will be at a rate to be agreed by the Committee from time to time.  The interim membership ticket will be valid for a maximum period of 4 months.  The holder of an interim membership ticket will not be entitled to enter competitions, introduce guests at concessionary rates or obtain a handicap.  On commencement of the immediately succeeding subscription year, the interim membership ticket holder will be liable for the full annual subscription for that year.

(c) If a member resigns and subsequently rejoins the Club within a period of 5 years from the date of his resignation, he will require to pay one half of the entrance money then payable.  If a Member resigns and subsequently rejoins the Club after a period of 5 years or more from the date of his resignation, he will require to pay the full entrance money then payable.

16. Members' and Visitors' Expenses

Members and Visitors shall defray whatever expenses they incur before leaving the Club premises.  No credit will be allowed.  Cheques will only be accepted if presented with a Bankers Card.

17. Temporary Members' and Visitors' Fees

The Committee will fix annually the fees to be paid by Temporary Members and Visitors playing on the Course and using the Clubhouse.  The Committee may introduce an advance booking fee for Visitors and may adjust fees during the playing season should the circumstances warrant.

18. Concession Rates

Members may introduce at Concession Rates each Season (from AGM to next AGM) 6 Playing Guests. The same Guest may not be introduced more than 3 times a month and a maximum of 6 times a Season by Members. It is the responsibility of the Member introducing such a Guest to ensure that full details are registered in the Record Book kept by the Club for that purpose. Any such Guest must be accompanied on the Course by the Member who has introduced him. Concession Tickets, at a price fixed by the Management Committee, are available to Members when the initial 6 tickets have been used – on the same terms and conditions as above.
Junior Member may only introduce with their Concession ticket Visitors under the age of 18 years.

19. Occupiers' Responsibility

The Club accepts no responsibility for loss of or damage to Members' or Guests' or Visitors' property, which may be within the Club premises.

20. Use of Notice Boards

No Notice, document or leaflet of any kind shall be placed on wall of the Clubhouse, nor shall any Notice, Official Announcement, Communication or such like already placed with approval be removed, except with the authority of the Committee or Office Manager.

21. Advertisement

 No advertising or marketing displays whatsoever shall be allowed on the Club property without the prior approval of the Committee or the Office Manager.

22. Lockers

Applications for lockers shall be made to the Office Manager in writing who shall enter the names of the applicants on a waiting list, from which the lockers will be allocated in the order in which the applicants were received. A locker rent, to be reviewed annually, will be charged.

23. Caddy Cars /Buggies

 Local Rules regarding the use and movement of Caddy Cars and Buggies must be strictly observed and Caddy Cars and Buggies must never be taken on to the Green or across any Tee. Special permission in writing from the Committee must be obtained by Members who wish to use their own Buggies. The use of Club Buggies will be at the discretion of the Office Manager.

24. Dogs

No dogs are allowed on the Course unless on a leash and no dogs may be taken on the Course when a competition is being held. Dogs are not allowed in the Clubhouse.

25. Mobile Telephones

(1) On the Course

Mobile telephones taken onto the Course should be switched off or in silent message receiving mode. If a player considers it necessary to make a call, this must be done discreetly and with absolutely no disturbance to any other player.

(2) In the Clubhouse

The use of mobile telephones is not permitted in the Clubhouse.

(3) Implementation of (1) and (2) above.

Any Member or member of staff of the Club has a duty to implement Rules 25 (1) and (2) as appropriate.

26. Golf Professional.

When a professional is retained by the Club, his terms and conditions of contract will be fixed by the Committee. He will always act in the best interests of the Club, and will carry efficiently and courteously the duties devolved upon him by the Committee. He may give golf tuition to Non-members and may hire golf equipment to Guests and to Visitors who have obtained tickets to play.

27. Caddies

The Committee will regulate the employment of Caddies on the Course and fix rate of their remuneration.

28. Staff Retirement   

Unless specifically excluded from the provisions of this rule by the Committee and written into the Contract of Employment of the Member of Staff or of the Employee, all Members of Staff and Employees shall retire on reaching the age of 65.

29. Dress Standard

The Office Manager will be responsible for ensuring that acceptable standards of dress are maintained by Members, Visitors and Guests on the Course and in the Clubhouse and will be responsible for the delegation of this responsibility to the Club Steward for the Clubhouse. 

30. Competition Rules Book

There will be available in the Clubhouse a Competition Rules Book giving details of the format and rules applicable to all Club Competitions, Open Competitions and Club Knockouts Competitions.

31. Breach of Rules

Any Member acting in contravention of the Rules and Committee Regulations shall render that Member liable to be dealt with under the provisions of the Constitution and a Member shall also be liable for any breach by that Member's Guest.  

